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As organizations that are involved in housing, we all see
the impact that housing has….job creation, strengthening
families and neighborhoods, increased tax bases...the list
could go on. But what does your community and our
nation think about affordable housing programs? Their
views may not be as positive.
With program funding under constant attack, we have to
change the tide of public opinion. This may be a big
job...but there are many new ideas to help.
This issue of the self-helper is packed with information
about how to address these views and how to get the
word out about your programs. The National
NeighborWorks® Association has rolled out a new
program called Home Matters™, which is explained on
page 2. The National Rural Housing Coalition (NRHC) wants
to help groups with marketing; this initiative is also on
page 2. We have an organization in Region III that came up
with a very innovative idea to publicize their program,
check out what they did on page 4.
Pull all of these ideas together and plan for wonderful
events throughout the year. A special time do hold an
event is during National Homeownership Month, which is
coming up in June.
When nonprofits do the vital work that needs to be done,
great things can happen! See the results of the NRHC
Impact Survey in the article on page 4 for some
amazing statistics on what has been
accomplished!
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Home Matters
th

On March 12 ,
NCALL helped
launch a unique
national
movement
called Home Matters™, which aims
to build public support for the
essential role that home plays as the
bedrock for thriving lives, families,
and a stronger nation. Home
Matters is spearheaded by National
NeighborWorks® Association (NNA)
– of which NCALL is a member –
along with a coast-to-coast coalition
of housing and community
development organizations, other
nonprofits, companies, and the
public at large.
As it expands, Home Matters will go
beyond housing and illuminate the
connections between stable
housing and other important facets
of American life such as:

• Individual Success: Home
recharges adults and children
alike for the day ahead.

• Education: Children in stable
homes learn and achieve more
in school.
• Health: Healthy habits take root
more easily in stable affordable
homes.
• Public Safety: Stable homes
make communities safer.
• A Strong Economy: Homes that
are affordable are crucial to a
vibrant job-generating
economy.
The launch took place on Capitol Hill
with hundreds of leaders of housing
and community development
organizations gathered from all
over the nation. Launch events
included a gathering with members
of Congress and a keynote address
led by US Secretary of HUD, Shaun
Donovan. “Home is crucial to the
success of all Americans,” said NNA
Board President Chris Krehmeyer,
President and CEO of Beyond
Housing in St. Louis. “It’s time to
recognize and appreciate how much
Home Matters.”

In raising public awareness of the
importance of home, Home Matters
will do the following: educate,
highlighting the benefits of home;
collaborate, bringing disparate
organizations and industries
together; engage, rallying local
lenders and mobilizing the public;
advocate, encouraging
policymakers to protect and
support home and related
initiatives; support, raising funds
and increasing investments to
sustain the work that makes home a
reality for more Americans; and,
celebrate, promoting and honoring
the extraordinary impact of home.
Visit the Home Matters website
(www.HomeMattersAmerica.com),
share your insights, tell your
colleagues and friends about the
movement, and connect to it
through Facebook and Twitter. It’s
time for the crucial role of housing
to be more broadly understood and
appreciated.

NRHC’s Local Media Campaign
NRHC has launched a new local
media campaign to raise awareness
about the impact of Rural Housing
programs and their newest report,
“Opening Doors to Rural
Homeownership."
They are encouraging groups to
build and sustain strong
relationships with local media.
According to NRHC, “This is one of
the most effective things you can
do to raise public awareness of your
organization and to advocate for
the issues you care about. Through
local media, you can introduce a

large and diverse audience to your
cause and persuade them to
become supporters. And, because
Senators and Representatives pay
close attention to what is
happening in their districts, local
media coverage can be quite
effective in getting your message to
them as well.”
As part of the campaign, they are
asking NRHC members to help raise
awareness of rural housing
programs in general, the outcomes
and work your organization is
involved with, and the “Opening

Doors to Rural Homeownership”
report by :
(1) pitching a news story,
(2) submitting an editorial, and
(3) using social media.
There are resources on their
website to help in these endeavors,
including a local media advocacy
toolkit, sample press release;
sample Op-Ed (editorial), a template
to highlight rural housing and selfhelp housing success stories and
fact sheets.

Page
Page22

Spring 2013

Mutual Self-Help Housing Survives Funding Cuts
Late last week, a continuing resolution was passed in Congress that will keep the government funded through this
fiscal year, which ends on September 30, 2013. The 523 Mutual Self-Help Housing Program remained at the $30
million levels of last year. The figures below do not include a 5% reduction for the sequester or a 2.5% across the
board cut, so that needs to be considered. Additionally, the 502 loan setaside funding amount, held at the National
Office for self-help, hardship cases and other uses, has been reduced from $141,000,000 to $5,000,000.
Prior to the passing of this latest CR, Rural Development announced that it had $14.2 million available for Section
523 grants ($8.3 from the Continuing Resolution and $5.9 carryover). With appropriations uncertain for the
remainder of FY13, they were being as proactive as possible in planning and funding Section 523 Technical
Assistance grants. They are limiting existing performing grantees to a grant amount not to exceed their current
grant. Funding of the grant application amount will be at 40% of the total amount. The balance will be obligated
when additional funding becomes available. No increases in their grant will be considered. Rural Development also
stated that “at this time we will not be funding subsequent grant requests, pre-development grants or grants to
new organizations.” NCALL is unsure if these guidelines will be modified in light of the new budget resolution.

FY 2013 Appropriation
USDA / RHS
Programs

FY 12
Appropriation

FY 13
Proposed

FY13 Appropriation
(HR 933)

$900

652.8

900

24,000

24,000

24,000

10

28

28

504 Grants

29.5

28

a

514 Farm Labor Hsg. Loans

20.8

26

b

515 Rental Housing

64.5

0

31.3

516 Farm Labor Grants

7.1

8.9

b

521 Rural Rental Asst.

904.7

907.1

907.1

523 Self-Help TA

30

10

30

533 Hsg. Preserv.

3.6

0

a

538 Rental Hsg. Guar.

130

150

150

RCDI

3.6

8

6.1

502 Direct
502 Guaranteed
504 Loan

a. Total for Section 504 grants and Section 533 grants is $33.1 million.
b. Total budget authority for Section 514 loans and Section 516 grants is $16.5 million.
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New Wisconsin Grantee Holds Closing
Habitat for Humanity of SaukColumbia Area in Baraboo, WI held
a grant closing ceremony on March
18, 2013. They are looking forward

to building 10 homes over the next
two years.
Congratulations!!

New SHARES Database
Soon to Come!!
The National
Office of Rural
Development is
still working on
the new
SHARES
system. The plan to unveil this
new system was delayed but is
expected soon. Rural
Development has provided
webinar training for the T&MA
contractors and will do so for
the grantees as well. A user’s
guide is also expected.
We can’t wait!!!

Pictured above from left: Back row: Fred Hebert, Suzanne Hoppe, Bill
Schleichert, Jessica Mancel and Wendy Schneider. Front row: Stephanie
Kelnhofer, Stan Gruszynski and Eleanor Chiquoine.

Eligibility - The Definition of Rural Housing
In the
Continuing
Resolution that
passed
Congress on
March 21st,
there was a specific provision that
extends eligibility for all rural
communities that are currently
eligible until September 30, 2013.
This postpones the elimination of
900 rural communities from
eligibility for the time being.
There are other measures in process
that may provide a more long term
solution. The National Rural Housing
Coalition is building support for H.R.

858, the Rural Housing Preservation
Act. If this Act passes, the
grandfather clause would be
extended until the publication of the
2020 census. So far 40
Representatives have signed on. For
more information, contact the
National Rural Housing Coalition or
visit their website at
www.ruralhousingcoalition.org.
(Follow this link to see which
communities will be affected: http://
ruralhousing coalition.org/wp-content/
uploads/2012/02/USDA-List-of-ImpactedCommunities_ 06272012.pdf.)

NRHC Survey Results
The National Rural Housing
Coalition recently revealed the
results of it’s 2013 Impact Survey.
NRHC’s Impact Survey shows that
in 2012, nonprofit rural housing
organizations helped low-income
rural families secure over $890
million in financing to build or
purchase 8,392 units of housing,
and helped 32,819 rural families
gain access to clean and affordable
water and sewer systems. This led
to the creation 20,481 jobs,
generated over $596.5 million in
local income and $1.58 billion in tax
revenue.
It’s amazing what can be done!
Check out their website at
www.ruralhousingcoalition.org for
more information.
Page
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New Energy Efficiency Program in Place

In an unnumbered letter dated
February 14, 2013, Rural
Development essentially reinstated
the Rural Energy Plus Program.
Although new standards are now
required, borrowers with homes
that meet one of the approved
energy efficiency guidelines will be
allowed to extend their qualifying
ratios by two points.
Rural Development states that , “A
new home built to exceed the
prevailing International Energy
Conservation Code results in
greater energy and efficiency and
significantly lowers the

homeowner’s utility costs. The
lower utility costs associated with
these energy efficient homes
indicate that a prospective
borrower may be able to make
larger loan payments than the
standard ratio analysis suggests.
Given their resulting energy
efficiency savings of up to 30% in
comparison to typical new homes,
as well as their progressive and
routinely updated building
standards, new homes constructed
under the following programs may
be considered a compensating
factor.” The Field Office will need
to obtain verification that the
property will be certified through
one of the programs below.

• Energy Star for New Homes
Under the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (http://
www.energystar. gov/index.cfm?
c=new_hom es.hm_index)

Grantee Produces Harlem Shake Video
for Promotion
Habitat for
Humanity
of Warrick
County, in
Chandler,
Indiana
came up with a clever idea to help
promote their program. On
Saturday, March 16th, the group
filmed their clients, volunteers,
employees, board members and
staff dancing to the Harlem Shake
on their self-help job site. They are
going to use this video on their
website, in their social media, as

well as releasing the video to the
local television stations to help
spread the word about their
organization and programs. They
are hoping it will attract both clients
and volunteers.
What a fun idea! Good job Warrick
County!!

• Challenge Home Under the U.S.
Department of Energy (http://
www1.eere.energy.gov/buildings/
residential/ch_index.html)

• Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design (LEED) for
Homes under the U.S. Green
Building Council (https://
new.usgbc.org/leed/ratingsystems/residential)

• ISO 700 National Green Building
Standard under the National
Association of Home Builders
(http://www.nahbgreen.org/
NGBS/default.aspx)

• Green Communities under the
Enterprise Community Partners
(http://
www.enterprisecommunity.com/
solutions-and-innovation/
enterprise-green-communities)

New Income Limits
The 2013 Income Limits for
the Single Family Direct Loan
Program were published in
February. View the new limits
at http://eligibility.sc.egov.
usda.gov/eligibility/welcome
Ation.do?pageAction=page
Load&requestInfo=DirectInc
ome Limits&NavKey=income
limit@11
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SHOP Funding Applications Soon Due
The Housing Assistance Council
(HAC) released the application
package for its FY 2013 Self-Help
Homeownership Opportunity
Program funding round in late
February. All applications are due in
HAC’s national office by no later
than 4:00 p.m. Eastern time on
Tuesday, April 2, 2013. Funding
decisions are expected by October
2013, assuming HAC’s request to
HUD is successful for FY 2013 SHOP
funding.
Local nonprofits engaged in selfhelp homeownership housing may
use SHOP funds for eligible
activities (land acquisition and
infrastructure improvements) in
which participating low-income
families contribute sweat equity
and volunteer labor is donated to
help towards the construction and/
or rehabilitation of the SHOP unit.

HAC intends to submit its funding
proposal to HUD by the April 24,
2013 application deadline; however,
the available amount of SHOP funds
is subject to enactment of the final
HUD appropriations bill for FY 2013.
It is unknown how much funding
will be available to each successful
SHOP applicant.
New and returning applicants to
HAC’s SHOP program should
carefully read the Program
Description and Application
Instructions, Application Forms
Package, and Reference Materials in
their entirety prior to completion
and submission of an application.
There are several notable changes
and/or updates. The application
package is available on HAC’s
website at www.ruralhome.org/
shop13.
Contact HAC with any questions.

NCALL Plans Regional Conference
NCALL is in the process of planning
a Region III Self-Help Housing
Conference. It’s been a long time
since we have been able to do this
and we are looking forward to the

gathering. More information will be
coming out soon!

Rural Development Interest Rate
The Rural Development 502 Direct note rate for April has not yet been
announced. It may remain at 3.125%.

Regional Conference
Call Planned
NCALL will be hosting
another regional conference
call on Thursday, April 25th
at 10:00 a.m. for an open
discussion. Please join us and
be prepared to share your
thoughts and questions.
More information will be
coming out on this call later.

In accordance with Federal law and
U.S. Department of Agriculture
policy, this institution is prohibited
from discriminating on the basis of
race, color, national origin, sex, age,
or disability. (Not all prohibited
bases apply to all programs).
To file a complaint of discrimination,
write USDA, Director, Office of Civil
Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue,
S.W., Washington, D.C. 202509410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice),
or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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