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Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack kicked off National
Homeownership Month on June 1st and reminded rural
residents of opportunities to purchase or refinance homes in
rural areas. “This is a great time to buy a home,” Vilsack said.
“Interest rates are at or near record lows, and housing prices
are more affordable than they've been in nearly a generation.
The Obama Administration housing's policies are helping to
strengthen rural communities and driving the nation's ongoing
economic recovery forward.”
National Homeownership Month is celebrated every year in
June. Throughout the month, Self-Help Grantees across the
country take this opportunity to publicize their programs and
the amazing benefits of the Self-Help Housing Program.
Fayette County Community Action Commission was thrilled to
host U.S.
Secretary of
Agriculture
Tom Vilsack
for their
celebration
event in
Washington
Court House,
Ohio. On June
27th, the
Secretary
attended their
event to
dedicate one Secretary Vilsack with Fayette County staff Denise
of the homes Pontious, Patty Griffiths and Bambi Baughn.
in
their most recent self-help group as an Energy Star
home. He spent time speaking to several of the
families and their children, as well as sharing the
role that USDA has in rural communities with the
crowd. Angel Mootispaw, who, along with her
husband Wade, built their home through Fayette
County’s self-help
(Continued on Page 2)
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program 17 years ago, also spoke about her experience with the program. “I was in 12 different school districts
before we settled,” she said of her childhood. For me to be in a home that is ours, I wouldn’t have been able to do
that without Self-Help Housing.” The 40 attendees also
heard from Executive Director Bambi Baughn. She shared
that in the 19 years they have been operating the selfhelp housing program they have received over $3.5
million in grant funds and have built 237 homes in the
Fayette County area.
Kentucky Highlands Community Development
Corporation (KHCDC) held two special events to
celebrate National Homeownership Month. On Friday,
June 8th, USDA Rural Housing Service Administrator
Tammye Trevino and Rural Development State Director
Tom Fern toured a prototype of the Houseboat to Energy
Efficient Residences
USDA Rural Housing Service Administrator Tammye Trevino and
(HBEER) project.
Rural Development State Director Tom Fern joined staff of
HBEER is a joint
venture of local, state, KHCDC and the Hernandez family on the porch of their new
home.
federal and
community development groups to build affordable energy-efficient homes
using an existing houseboat manufacturing facility. They also met with several
families that built their own homes through KHCDC’s self-help housing project.
They were able to tour one of the homes that had been recently completed in
Wayne County, Kentucky. Later in the month, on June 21st, KHCDC hosted a
luncheon to congratulate the current group of self-help participants that
recently moved into their new homes and introduce the new group that is just
about to begin construction. Approximately 70 people attended, including the 11
The Hernandez family at their ground
participating families, vendors, subcontractors, Rural Development staff
breaking last year.
including the State Director Tom Fern, NCALL personnel and KHCDC staff. Fun
was had by all! Great idea KHCDC!!
Another event was held by Milford Housing Development (MHDC) on June 18, 2012. U.S. Senator Tom Carper,
Delaware State Housing Authority Director Anas
Ben Addi, and USDA Rural Development State
Director Jack Tarburton joined MHDC with a
"work day" event in the Harmony Hill subdivision
in Dover, DE. The event featured speakers
followed by group volunteer construction on two
MHDC Self-Help homes in Harmony Hill. The 80
volunteers raised six walls and completed two
floors on two Self-Help participants' homes.

National Homeownership Month is a great time
to hold a variety of events. But, don’t wait until
next year to publicize your program!! Anytime is
a good time for good PR for Self-Help Housing!!
Senator Carper helps build a self-help home.
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Is Your Area Still Eligible? - The Definition of Rural
Housing Could Change –Update
As previously
reported, more
than 500
communities
currently
eligible for
USDA Rural Development programs
could lose their eligibility on
September 30, 2012 unless Congress
acts. After additional research, that
number has increased to 923
communities that could be cut off
from what is often their only source
of federal housing funding. (Follow
this link to see which communities
will be affected: http://ruralhousing
coalition.org/wp-content/
uploads/2012/02/USDA-List-ofImpacted-Communities_
06272012.pdf.)
Senator Ben Nelson (D-NE) has
offered an amendment (#2242) to
the Farm Bill that would keep these
places eligible so long as their
population in 2010 was below
35,000. On June 20th, the Senate
passed this amendment by a voice
vote. No one spoke in opposition.
The House has not yet begun its
consideration of the Farm Bill,
however, so final enactment of the
bill and this provision are not
imminent.
The other possible option to save
eligibility of these towns, is the

USDA appropriations bill for FY13.
There is language included in the bill
that passed the Senate
Appropriations Committee for a
one-year grandfathering provision.
It is not, however, included in the
appropriations bill that passed the
House Committee on June 19th. The
rural network is trying to get a
separate amendment to the House
of Representatives. Rep. Jeff
Fortenberry's (R-NE) will sponsor
this amendment when the House
begins their debate on the
Agriculture Appropriations this
week.
The National Rural Housing
Coalition (NRHC) is trying to build
support for this additional
amendment. They are asking
organizations to:
1. Call your Representatives
TODAY and ask them to cosponsor Rep. Fortenberry's
amendment.
2. Ask 10 colleagues to call their
Representatives and ask them
to co-sponsor Rep.
Fortenberry's amendment; and
3. Use social media, including
Facebook and Twitter, to
spread the word!
This is a critical issue to rural
housers! Contact NRHC for more
information.

NRHC—Telling Our Stories
The NRHC is publishing a new report on Section 523 Mutual Self-Help
Housing and Section 502 Direct, and they are featuring case studies from
NRHC members! Please email Sarah Mickelson at Sarah@rapoza.org with
the following information to be considered. For each case study that you
submit, please send her: high-resolution photos (with appropriate releases)
and a case study (with specific language obtained from NRHC). A sample
case study is available on the NRSHHA website.

Self-Help Participant
Chronicles Experience
NCALL just
discovered
the coolest
Blog that
we
thought
you might
want to check out and pass onto
your potential clients (or your
current clients as an idea for them
to take on…). Angie, a participant
in People’s Self-Help Housing
located in San Luis Obispo, CA
blogged about her building
experience on the site
Blogspot.com. She entitled the
blog “Self-Help Housing Day by
Day” and went by the name of
angthebuilder. She started
blogging right before construction
began in October of 2010 and went
all the way through to move in.
According to Angie, “I wanted to
create this blog so that my family
and friends could see the progress
on my new house building. Also, I
noticed that there is not much
information on the process of selfhelp housing as it effects the
families building and I wanted to
be able to share that.”
Thank you Angie!! We are so glad
you did!!

Rural Development
Interest Rate
The Rural Development 502
Direct note rate for July is
expected to be 3.125%. Keep
this in mind when qualifying
applicants!!
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FY 2013 Proposed Budget
USDA / RHS
Programs

FY 12
Appropria-

FY 13
Proposed

FY13 Senate FY 13 House
Bill
Committee

502 Direct
502 Guaranteed
504 Loan
504 Grants
514 Farm Labor Hsg. Loans

$900
24,000
10
29.5
20.8

652.8
24,000
28
28.2
26

900
24,000
28
a
26

652.8
24,000
10
b
c

515 Rental Housing
516 Farm Labor Grants
521 Rural Rental Asst.
523 Self-Help TA
533 Hsg. Preserv.
538 Rental Hsg. Guar.
RCDI

64.5
7.1
904.7
30
3.6
130
3.6

0
8.9
907.1
10
0
150
8

28.4
8.9
907.1
30
a
150
6.1

31.3
c
886.6
15
b
150
3.5 d

CDBG
HOME
Tenant-Based Rental Assistance

$3,308.1
1,000
18,914

3,143
1,000
19,074.3

3,210 e
1,000
19,396.3

3,404 e
1,200
19,134.3

Project-Based Rental Assistance

9,339.7

8,700.4

9,875.8

8,700.4

Public Hsg. Capital Fund
Public Hsg. Operating Fund

1,875
3,961.9

2,070
4,524

1,985
4,591

1,985
4,524

120

150

120

1,901.2

2,231

2,146

2,000

Fair Housing

70.8

68

68

68

SHOP

13.5

0

13.5

20

Housing Counseling

45

55

55

45

HUD Programs

Choice Neighborhood Initiative
Homeless Assistance Grants

a. Total for Section 504 grants and Section 533 grants is $33.1 million in Senate.
b. Total for Section 504 grants and Section 533 grants is $17 million in House.
c. Total budget authority for Section 514 loans and Section 516 grants is $13.8 million, compared to the Senate bill's total of $17.5 million
d. Of the $3.549 million total for RCDI, $3.302 million is directed to community facilities grants to tribal colleges.
e. Includes $3.1 billion in Senate and $3.34 billion in House for CDBG.

Having SHARES Problems?
Please contact NCALL’s Meghan Fitzgerald by email at mfitzgerald@ncall.org if you have any issues with the
SHARES system. If there is an issue that we cannot solve, we will pass it along to the appropriate IT staff in St.
Louis. They have recently assumed support for SHARES and will be the new official point of contact for addressing
access issues or other concerns pertaining to this application.
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Beat the Heat!
Working in the heat can lead to a
variety of health problems for
program participants, as well as
construction supervisors. These
problems include variations of heat
stress, such as fainting, heat cramps,
heat exhaustion and heat stroke,
which can affect everyone. The good
news is, by taking preventative
measures, these problems can be
easily averted.
Heat Stress Related Illnesses
 Fainting, also known as Heat
Syncope, typically happens to
someone who does not usually
work in the heat and remains
inactive. Staying active will reduce
the chance of fainting. The signs
of fainting include brief loss of
consciousness and sweaty skin
with normal body temperature.
 Heat cramps are severe muscle
spasms that happen when
someone drinks plenty of water,
but fails to replenish the salts that
are lost from sweating. Tired
muscles are most likely to
succumb to this ailment.
 Heat exhaustion is the most
common heat-related ailment
that affects people that work
outside during the summer
months. The signs of heat
exhaustion include excessive
sweating, tired or weak, nausea,
slightly high body temperature,
dilated pupils, and moist, clammy
skin. In severe cases, vomiting or
fainting may occur.



Heat stroke is the most serious
health issue that is caused by the
body’s inability to regulate its
core temperature. When the body
stops sweating, it cannot get rid
of excess heat. The symptoms
include mental confusion,
delirium, fainting or possibly
seizures with a body temperature
of 106˚F or higher. The person’s
skin will be hot, dry, usually red or
bluish color, and their pupils
constricted. Call 911 immediately
because if the victim of a heat
stroke does not receive medical
attention soon, they could die.
While waiting for the paramedics,
move the person to a cool area,
soak them with water, and fan
vigorously to increase cooling.



Preventative Measures




Stay hydrated! The human body
cools itself by sweating, so
drinking plenty of fluids is
essential. You should drink 3 to 4
cups every hour, but depending
on how much you sweat, it may
be necessary to drink as much as
one quart per hour. The idea is to
replace the amount of fluids
released by sweating. Water and
sports drinks are recommended
while caffeinated beverages, such
as soda, tea, and coffee should be
avoided. Caffeine is a diuretic,
which causes increased urination,
thus reducing the amount fluids
in the body needed for cooling. It
is highly recommended to keep a

5 gallon water cooler with
dispenser and/or a cooler with
bottled water and sports drinks
on the work site during hot,
summer months. Foods with high
water content, such as
watermelon and cucumbers, are
also helpful.
Proper clothing is essential to
adequate body cooling. You
should wear loose, light-colored,
lightweight clothes, such as
cotton. Avoid wearing polyester
when working in the heat. Don’t
forget to wear a hat with a brim
to keep the sun off your head and
face. You can also tie a wet
bandana loosely around your
neck to keep cool. Fold a few ice
cubes inside to prolong the
cooling effect. Ice vests are
another helpful option for staying
cool and allows you to move freely.
Schedule the more stressful tasks
during the cooler times of day,
like early morning or early
evening. Depending on the
construction tasks needed to be
completed or due to scheduling
conflicts, this may not be feasible.
In this case, you can follow these
simple guidelines. When the
temperature humidity index is in
the Warning Zone, between 84
and 93, try to reduce heavy work
in the heat to half of each hour.
When the temperature humidity
index is in the Danger Zone, 94 or
higher, the amount of heavy work
in extreme heat should be
reduced to a quarter of each hour.

Inform the families of the risks and
symptoms so they can keep any eye
out for one another. Implementing
preventative measures will greatly
reduce the chance of someone
falling ill to heat stress.
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Marketing—What Works & What Doesn’t
In marketing the selfhelp program, it’s
important to try a
variety of methods.
Some will work and some will not.
The successful groups are the ones
that can determine what is and
what is not working. How is that
done? Every call that comes into
your agency should be asked how
they heard about the program. The
same can be done by attendees of

public meetings. Keep a running
tally of which ads and methods are
most successful. Is it that billboard
you tried, the free add running in
the newspaper, the feature article
that highlighted a family or your
program?
Know what works is half the battle.
Save money by only using the
successful methods.

Building a Stronger Future
owner mentioned that he knew
of a Self-Help Housing Program
which a previous customer went
through. Thinking it may be an
option for her, he gave her
MHDC's contact.

Pictured: (left to right) Shaunette Banks,
Homeowner; U.S. Senator Tom Carper;
Dupree Johnson, Homeowner; Jane C. W.
Vincent, HUD Regional Administrator.

Shaunette Banks, a single mother of
two had been renting for nearly 20
years before becoming a
homeowner through MHDC's SelfHelp housing program. She dreamt
of homeownership but was not
sure how to make the dream a
reality. Shaunette spent many
weekend days in the local laundry
mat with her two children and got
to know the owner over time. One
afternoon while folding laundry, the

For over 10 months Shaunette
managed to work full-time,
maintain a loving relationship
with her children, and dedicate
over 1,300 hours to build her
own home. Through her efforts,
she generated over $45,000 in
sweat equity.
Shaunette states, “This process has
given me the strength to no longer
see obstacles the same way. I have
an inner strength which allows me
to tackle things and see them as
manageable.” Congratulations
Shaunette!!

Regional Conference
Call Planned
NCALL will be hosting
another regional conference
call on Thursday, July 26th at
10:00 a.m. for an open
discussion. Please join us and
be prepared to share your
thoughts and questions.
More information will be
coming out on this call later.

In accordance with Federal law and
U.S. Department of Agriculture
policy, this institution is prohibited
from discriminating on the basis of
race, color, national origin, sex, age,
or disability. (Not all prohibited
bases apply to all programs).
To file a complaint of discrimination,
write USDA, Director, Office of Civil
Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue,
S.W., Washington, D.C. 202509410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice),
or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
Published Quarterly
by NCALL Research
Joe L. Myer, Executive Director
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Phone (302) 678-9400
Fax (302) 678-9058
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